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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . In view of the appeal brief filed on 4/9/2004, PROSECUTION IS HEREBY 
REOPENED, as set forth below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the 
following two options: 

(1 ) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply 
under 37 CFR 1.113 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) request reinstatement of the appeal. 

If reinstatement of the appeal is requested, such request must be accompanied 
by a supplemental appeal brief, but no new amendments, affidavits (37 CFR 1.130, 
1.131 or 1.132) or other evidence are permitted. See 37 CFR 1.193(b)(2). 

2. Applicant's arguments filled on 4/9/2004 with respect claims 1-13 have been fully 
considered but they are moot in view of new ground of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 

the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
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the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

4. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable by 
Carcerano et al., U. S. Patent No. 6,308,205[hereinafter Carcerano] in view of Itoh et 
al., U.S. patent No. 6,330,61 1 [hereinafter Itoh]. 

As to claim 1 , Carcerano discloses a device management network system Including a 
management server, one or more network devices to be managed, and one or more 
client devices, each of the one or more network devices comprising: 
a status information storing part for storing status information (see col. 4, lines 16-21); 
a monitoring part for monitoring predetermined parts to determine whether each of the 
predetermined parts is functioning properly, and updating the status Information stored 
in the status information storing part so as to include information about all abnomnalities 
that have occurred in the predetermined parts based on monitoring results (col. 1, lines 
53-59); and 

a request responding part for when receiving a status information request from the 
management server, sending the status information stored in the status information 
storing part to the management server, and the management server comprising: 
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a specifying part for specifying all abnormalities that has occurred in the network device 
identified by the identification information in the device-details screen request based on 
the status information obtained by the information obtaining part (see col. 9, lines 16- 
32); and 

an information sending part for sending information indicating all abnormalities 
specified by the specifying part to the client device that has sent the device-details 
screen request (col. 1 1 , lines 7-17). 

a status information obtaining part for containing identification information of a network 
device among the one or more network devices from a client device running a Web 
browser, obtaining status information stored in the status information storing part of the 
network device identified by the identification information in the device-details screen 
request by sending the status information request to the network device (see col. 10, 
lines 12-47; 

Carcerano is silent regarding: 

the status information is obtained when device detail screen request is received. 
Itoh in analogous art discloses a client peripheral device-based network resource 
management system for inquiring information such as status information from a network 
device, wherein the status information is obtained when device detail screen request is 
received (see fig. 8 and col. 7, lines 26-53). Furthermore, although Carcerano teaches 
obtaining the status information from a local database, the alternative mechanism for 
retrieving the status information at the time the request is received would be beneficial 
to Carceran's system in order to provide current state of the network device to the 
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requesting client/browser. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate the teaching of Itoh such as 
obtaining the status information when device detail screen request is received, thus 
providing the requesting client current state of the network device. 

As to claim 2, Itoh discloses the device management network system according to claim 
1, wherein said information sending part of the management server sends information 
containing names of image files associating with the abnormalities specified by the 
specifying part (see fig. 16, and col. 10, lines 6-27). 

As to claim 3, Itoh discloses the device management network system according to 
claim 1 , wherein the status information in said status information storing part of a 
network device contains a type information indicating the type of network device and 
wherein the said management server further comprises: 
an image data storing part for storing a plurality of image data each of which 
representing outside appearance of a network device (see fig. 16 and col. 10, lines 6- 
50); and 

an image data sending part for selecting from the plurality of image data an image data 
corresponding to the network device specified by the identification information in the 
status information obtained by the status information obtaining part, and for sending the 
image data to the client device that has sent the device-details screen request (see fig. 
16 and col. 10, lines 6-50). 
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As to claim 4, Itoli discloses the device management network system according to claim 
1 , wherein the management server further has functions of the client device (see col. 7, 
lines 26-53). 

As per to claim 5, Carcerano discloses the device management network system 
according to claim 1 , wherein each of the one or more network devices is a network 
printer (col. 4, lines 48-49). 

As to claim 6, Carcerano discloses a device management network system including a 
management server, one or more network devices to be managed, and one or more 
client devices, each of the one or more network devices comprising: 
a status information storing part for storing status information (see col. 4, lines 16-21); 
a monitoring part for monitoring predetermined parts to determine whether each of the 
predetermined parts is functioning properly, and updating the status information stored 
in the status information storing part so as to include information about all abnormalities 
that have occurred in the predetermined parts based on monitoring results (col. 1, lines 
53-59); and 

a request responding part for when receiving a status information request from the 
management server, sending the status information stored in the status information 
storing part to the management server, and the management server comprising: 
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a specifying part for specifying all abnormalities that has occurred in the network device 
identified by the identification information in the device-details screen request based on 
the status information obtained by the information obtaining part (see col. 9. lines 16- 
32); and 

an information sending part for sending information indicating all abnormalities 
specified by the specifying part to the client device that has sent the device-details 
screen request (col. 11, lines 7-17). 

a status information obtaining part for containing identification information of a network 
device among the one or more network devices from a client device running a Web 
browser, obtaining status information stored in the status information storing part of the 
network device identified by the identification information in the device-details screen 
request by sending the status information request to the network device (see col. 10, 
lines 12-47; 

Carcerano is silent regarding: 

the status information is obtained when device detail screen request is received. 
Itoh in analogous art discloses a client peripheral device-based network resource 
management system for inquiring information such as status information from a network 
device, wherein the status information is obtained when device detail screen request is 
received (see fig. 8 and col. 7, lines 26-53). Furthermore, although Carcerano teaches 
obtaining the status information from a local database, the alternative mechanism for 
retrieving the status information at the time the request is received would be beneficial 
to Carceran's system in order to provide current state of the network device to the 
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requesting client/browser. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate the teaching of Itoh such as 
obtaining the status information when device detail screen request is received, thus 
providing the requesting client current state of the network device. 

As to claim 7, Itoh discloses the device management network system according to claim 
6, wherein said information sending part of the management server sends information 
containing names of image files associating with the abnormalities specified by the 
specifying part (see fig. 16, and col. 10, lines 6-27). 

As to claim 8, Itoh discloses the device management network system according to 
claim 6, wherein the status information in said status information storing part of a 
network device contains a type information indicating the type of network device and 
wherein the said management server further comprises: 
an image data storing part for storing a plurality of image data each of which 
representing outside appearance of a network device (see fig. 16 and col. 10, lines 6- 
50); and 

an image data sending part for selecting from the plurality of image data an image data 
corresponding to the network device specified by the identification information in the 
status Information obtained by the status information obtaining part, and for sending the 
image data to the client device that has sent the device-details screen request (see fig. 
16 and col. 10, lines 6-50). 
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As to claim 9, Carcerano discloses a device management network system including a 
management server, one or more network devices to be managed, and one or more 
client devices, each of the one or more network devices comprising: 
a status information storing part for storing status information (see col. 4, lines 16-21); 
a monitoring part for monitoring predetermined parts to determine whether each of the 
predetermined parts is functioning properly, and updating the status information stored 
in the status information storing part so as to include information about all abnormalities 
that have occurred in the predetermined parts based on monitoring results (col. 1. lines 
53-59); and 

a request responding part for when receiving a status information request from the 
management server, sending the status information stored in the status information 
storing part to the management server, and the management server comprising: 
a specifying part for specifying all abnormalities that has occurred in the network device 
identified by the identification information in the device-details screen request based on 
the status information obtained by the information obtaining part (see col. 9, lines 16- 
32); and 

an information sending part for sending information indicating all abnormalities 
specified by the specifying part to the client device that has sent the device-details 
screen request (col. 1 1 , lines 7-1 7). 

a status information obtaining part for containing identification information of a network 
device among the one or more network devices from a client device running a Web 
browser, obtaining status information stored in the status information storing part of the 



Application/Control Number: 09/541 ,593 Page 1 0 

Art Unit: 2157 

network device identified by the Identification information in tlie device-details screen 
request by sending the status infomnatlon request to the network device (see col. 10, 
lines 12-47; 

Carcerano is silent regarding: 

the status information is obtained when device detail screen request is received. 
Itoh in analogous art discloses a client peripheral device-based network resource 
management system for inquiring information such as status information from a network 
device, wherein the status information is obtained when device detail screen request is 
received (see fig. 8 and col. 7, lines 26-53). Furthermore, although Carcerano teaches 
obtaining the status information from a local database, the alternative mechanism for 
retrieving the status information at the time the request is received would be beneficial 
to Carceran's system in order to provide current state of the network device to the 
requesting client/browser. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate the teaching of Itoh such as 
obtaining the status information when device detail screen request is received, thus 
providing the requesting client current state of the network device. 

As to claim 10, Itoh discloses the device management network system according to 
claim 9, wherein said information sending part of the management server sends 
information containing names of image files associating with the abnormalities specified 
by the specifying part (see fig. 16, and col. 10, lines 6-27). 
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As to claim 1 1 , Itoh discloses the device management network system according to 
claim 9, wherein the status information in said status information storing part of a 
network device contains a type information indicating the type of network device and 
wherein the said management server further comprises: 
an image data storing part for storing a plurality of image data each of which 
representing outside appearance of a network device (see fig. 16 and col. 10, lines 6- 
50); and 

an image data sending part for selecting from the plurality of image data an image data 
corresponding to the network device specified by the identification information in the 
status information obtained by the status information obtaining part, and for sending the 
image data to the client device that has sent the device-details screen request (see fig. 
16 and col. 10, lines 6-50). 

As to claim 12, Carcerano discloses a device management network system including a 
management server, one or more network devices to be managed, and one or more 
client devices, each of the one or more network devices comprising: 
a status information storing part for storing status information (see col. 4, lines 16-21 ); 
a monitoring part for monitoring predetermined parts to determine whether each of the 
predetermined parts is functioning properly, and updating the status information stored 
in the status information storing part so as to include information about all abnormalities 
that have occurred in the predetermined parts based on monitoring results (col. 1, lines 
53-59); and 
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a request responding part for when receiving a status information request from the 
management server, sending the status information stored in the status information 
storing part to the management server, and the management server comprising: 
a specifying part for specifying all abnormalities that has occurred in the network device 
identified by the identification information in the device-details screen request based on 
the status information obtained by the information obtaining part (see col, 9, lines 16- 
32); and 

an information sending part for sending information indicating all abnormalities 
specified by the specifying part to the client device that has sent the device-details 
screen request (col, 11, lines 7-17). 

a status information obtaining part for containing identification information of a network 
device among the one or more network devices from a client device running a Web 
browser, obtaining status information stored in the status information storing part of the 
network device identified by the identification information in the device-details screen 
request by sending the status information request to the network device (see col. 10, 
lines 12-47; 

Carcerano is silent regarding: 

the status information is obtained when device detail screen request is received. 
Itoh in analogous art discloses a client peripheral device-based network resource 
management system for inquiring information such as status information from a network 
device, wherein the status information is obtained when device detail screen request is 
received (see fig. 8 and col. 7, lines 26-53). Furthermore, although Carcerano teaches 
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obtaining the status information from a local database, the alternative mechanism for 
retrieving the status information at the time the request is received would be beneficial 
to Carceran's system in order to provide current state of the network device to the 
requesting client/browser. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate the teaching of Itoh such as 
obtaining the status information when device detail screen request is received, thus 
providing the requesting client current state of the network device. 

As to claim 13, Itoh discloses the device management network system according to 
claim 12, wherein the status infomnation in said status information storing part of a 
network device contains a type information indicating the type of network device and 
wherein the said management server further comprises: 
an image data storing part for storing a plurality of image data each of which 
representing outside appearance of a network device (see fig. 16 and col. 10, lines 6- 
50); and 

an Image data sending part for selecting from the plurality of image data an image data 
corresponding to the network device specified by the identification information in the 
status information obtained by the status information obtaining part, and for sending the 
image data to the client device that has sent the device-details screen request (see fig. 
16 and col. 10, lines 6-50). 
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CONCLUSION 



5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to the 
applicant's disclosure. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Salad E Abdullahi whose telephone number is 703-308- 
8441 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 - 5:00. If attempts to reach the 
examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Ario Etienne can 
be reached on 703-305-4792. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

7. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any response to this action should mailed to: 

Box AF 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, DC 20231 
or faxedtQ^ZOa) 872-9306. 




.^jbaunahTSalad 
Examiner Au 2157 
6/11/2004 



